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Was come in the Survey of. our -Refor- 
mation to examine ' the Original of 
Difſenting from the Church of Englend, 
} have told the Cauſe, Perfons, and Beha- 


viour of choſe we called Puritans, who were- 


the firft Diſfencers from the Charch of Eng- 
land ; [ ovld' zlittle here note, what kind 


of Difſenters they were, how they difſented, 


and how it was enc conform'd, as 
far as Conſcience &permit them, ſhuo- 
ing to the laft any Rent from the Unity of 
the Budy. - | 

Lerno Man mferr, that therefore the Se- 
paration is of Conſequence a Sin, left I be 
oblig'd co retort, that all Conſequences lie 
at the Door of their Cauſes, and that the 
Sin of Separation, let that be what is will, 
lies fairly charg'd upon thoſe, that forc'd 
thoſe conſcientious People to ſeparate or at 
@&4jafh their Coaſcicnces, 


bs {mg let ſuch go back to the Beal 


Still it will remain to prove that Force, 


Original of which 1 have by 
me, and there they may ſce, what Endea- 
vaury. were us'd to drive all confcientions 
People zot imo, but out of the Church — For 
it is catie to prove, the State-Politicks of 
the Times, / comer ſay the Church-Politichs, 
for they were but 8 Kind of ſecond Cauſes = 
= Matter, - dto _ yr dong 

le all ties, ' 
might make the A ofrheix Scruy 
to their DeftruQtion ; firſt make them 
matick, 3 they cal is, and then reproach 
them as $chiſmaticks. 

I fay, this was the State-Politicks of that 
Day 4 for 'cis. evident, that as ſoon as ever 
the Government came to it ſelf, there was 
a genecal Turn put upon all theſe thingy, 
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and the Church immediately declar 
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&« Perſecution for Canſcience to be contrary 
© to the Chriſtian Rejigior, and the Di- 


©« Arijne of tze Church of Enzlmd. Vide the. 


Preface rn the firſt Orcaſional- bill, 

Frum . hence is clearly ebvi:ted, rhit 
feign'd Story of the Lenity of the Aiph- 
Church Men, in mercifaliy granting Liberry 
of ConTtience, and roll-;2ting, the Exercite 
of Relipious Worthip t- tovir FolJon-Chri- 
Rians;for befides,whar I. have ſaid in anvther 
Place about the Capitvlation 0f:a Treaty, 
and the Diſſenters demanding their Livorcy 
as a ſtipulated Confileratiom 3 this is pain 
from their ewn Declaration zi Pariiameut, 
that to perſecurte js conrrary, not ty the 
Dodrine of the Church of Ernglarti only, 
but to the very Principles of the Ch: itiian 
Religion; Now [ know no Otedinm be- 
tween Perſecution and Tolzration, for nof 
£0 tolerate, is to perſecute; and where's the 
Condeſcention and Compaihon, where the 
G-neroſity and Covrtetie of only refratning 
what to do would be ating both againft 
the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion in 
general, 2nd the Dottrine of their own 
Chorch in particular ? 

But all this is by the Way, I retvrn to the 
old Puritans, who vere the firſt Diſſenters 
from the Church of Enzleand. and why were 
they call'd Puritans ? The Name was given 
them in Derition, but was ſv jufi 2n Apelle. 
tion, not only ſuited to the Pretence, but 
the known Prattice of their Lives, that [ 
need ſay vo more of them, than with the ta- 
mous Ersſmus's known Expreſhon, 

Sit Anima mea cum Puritants Anpeicant. 


Their blameleſs Converſations, £xatt Pi- 
ety, Jarge Charity, Chriſtian Example, and 
general Charatter, anſwer ail that could 
evcr be ſaid in their Favour. : 

The Queftion. that remains concerning 
them, is, how they.came to be Difſcnters 
from the Church of England ? And this is 
necefſary.to examine,to make out the preſent 
Head of Diſcourſe, which I am bringing 
down to the preſent Caſe, that we may lee, 


of what Aﬀinity we are'all in 2his now 1+ 
ited Iſland, by which it «ill ſoon appear, 
that the Cauſes of onr Breackes are nor ſo 
great, nor the Breaches themſclves ſo «ice, 
but chat a neceffiry Portion of Charity 
wonld reconcile us at, 

Theſ- Puritzns | have been ſpeaking of, 
tha' they ſcruple'd ſeveral things in the 
Worſhip of the Church: of England, yet al 
!>wing her, as we do, Rill to b= fourd in 
D Urin?, they made Contci«nce of ſypara-. 
tingirom Fer jn Communtiin, vrleſs they 
were turc'd to itz and rheretore they never 
eretted ſeparate Aﬀerniilic:, or at leaft did 
rot communicate in them for many Years, 
after their Conſciences fiſt rejeRed the 
Common Prayer. : 

But ſuch was the fatal Spiric amorg the 
High Party, even in thoſe Days, even juſt as 
it has bzen now ; *their D-fign was not to 
have the Uniformity of Worſhip preſery'd, 
if it had, they would have yiclded a few jn- 
difterent things at firſt, wh'ch if they had 
done, there had been no Breach at all; For 
Diviſions in the Chutch, like Fire 'in a 
Houſe, the longer ir js neglefed, the far- 
ther they ſpread, till at laſt they become in» 
curable. 

The Dcſign of the Court was to drive 
theſe good People to ſome Extremes, there- 
by to make them liable to the Law, and 
then take the Opportunity to oppreſs them. 

And when all other Remedies had fail'd, 
the firſt Step they took, was to perſwade 
the King to that fatal Step to bis Reputa- 
tion, as well as to the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Nation's Morals; I mean, the Book 


of Spores. 


Nerer was the true Englife Spirit fo diſ(- 
cover'd as in this 4, for as ifa Temper hatiog 
all Manner of Force was - rooted in their 
Nature, when the People, who were bad 
enovgh already, were .commanded to be 
worſe, they ſtarted at the Hellifh Propoſs), 
and reform'd even of what they were be- 
fore yt of this more in our next. 
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M1SCELLANE 4. 


HE Jaft Paper entred a little into a 

ſhurt Conve clativn between the Judge 
and 2 crnel Creditor, vpon the Sujal of 
keeping, th- puor D:Htor ia Priſon 53 be had 
kept the -poor Man in Bunds about 12 Year, 
and not content with that, was not Fet wi!l- 
ing. to deliver.-him, tho' he knew he had 
no:bing to pay, and the Judge very cloſely 
ask'd him, fince he own'd, a Priſon had not 
made him mere able to pay ; Why he was 
willing to keep him there any longer, it 
was difficulc for him to form a clear Arſucr 
to this Queſtion, and the Man being prel,'d 
Ly the Judge, returns, 


Cr. 1 don't know, but keeping him a Pci- 
ſoner may more his Friends to relieve him, 

Fudge. Well, now you ſay ſumething ra- 
tional; but do you not chiak, if he had not 
loft all his Friends, ke would haye lain ſo 
long ? 

Cr. 1 am not willing to diſcharge him, 
molars 

Fudge. But Iam, and IT thiak, the Law 
does and would faia have Thee williog too, 
beeauſe I think it's moſt rational, 

Cr, 1 don'c take him to be hone}, 

Fudge. Ic's ordinary to ſay, every Man is 
a Knave that does not pay his D-bts, with- 
- out examining whether he be able or not. 

Cr. 1 do not beliere, my Lord, ifhe were 
able,. he would pay me. 

Judge, How ſhall the Man convince you 
of the contrary to that ? 

Cr. 1 ſhall not believe him, my Lord, let 
him ſay what. he will. 

Fudge. Pray, when be was able to pay 
ſomething, did he offer any thing of Com- 

tion? * 

_ Yes, he made a Propoſal of 15s. in 
the Pound. ; 

Fudge. And you was one of chem, that 
would not accept it, was you ? 

Cr. Yes, my Lord, I did refuſe to com- 
pound with him. 

e. Pray, ſbab I aszk you, why you 
'd ſo large an Offer ? 


Cr, M” Lord, he mivht eaſily tare paid 
me and 2 or 3 more, and all th: r:| were 
wilting to compound, and if he had been 
honeſt, he had dogs it, -and row he has paid 
no Body, 

Fulge, Really Sir, you give buta ſtrange 
Specimen of Honeſty your ſelf, that you can 
fay, it had been honeſt to hav< paid you all, 
and let th> reſt of his Creditors have far'd 


. the worſe. - 


Cr, My Lord, it was honeſt for kim to 
pay me a Juſt D-bt. 

Fudge. I am of another Opinion, it had 
b-en honeſt for him to have paid you before 
bis Failing ; but after that his Debt became 
a publick O»ligation to all his Creditors as 
a Body, and to have paid 'one more than an- 
oth?r, had bzen diſhoneſt to the reft 
But, Sir, you own, Fou believe he is unable 
to pay you now, why would you keep him 
in Priſon ? 

Cr, Becauſe TI velieve, if hz was'able, he 
would not pay me. 

Fudge. That's puniſhing the Man for a 
Crime, and not ſccking your Debt, and you 
only ſuppoſe the Crime too. Indeed, 1 
think you are in the wrong, pray, what is it 
you tek of the Man ? 

Cr. My Maney, my Lotd. 

Fudge. But you are ſatisfy'd, he is not 
able, you ſay ? 

Cr. | belierc he is not. 

Fudge. And you own, you do not believe 
a Priſon will make him able 4 pray, why. 
ſhould you keep him in Priſoa then? It 
can be for nothing but Anger at the Man, 
and a Reſolution to defiroy him, which - 
this Law is made to prevent, and therefore 
I muſt diſcharge him ; but I ſaid this to you: 
to convince. you, that you att againft Rea- 
ſon, and agaioft your ſelf io it 4 for if the 
Man has his Liberty, he may pay you 3 it .. 
he is kept in Pciſon, you are ſure he never. 
can. 
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